Preservation of multiple oncogenic human papillomavirus types in recurrences of early-stage cervical cancers.
Our purpose was to determine the relationship between human papillomavirus genotypes contained in primary early stage cervical cancers and those contained in the respective recurrences. Six early-stage cervical cancers that were considered cured by surgical extirpation subsequently recurred within 21 months of the original surgery. The primary tumors and the recurrences underwent polymerase chain reaction for human papillomavirus typing with confirmation of types performed by means of diagnostic restriction fragments. All primary tumors and recurrences contained human papillomavirus, with all primary tumors positive for multiple types. The concordance rate between the primary tumors and recurrences for specific types was 73% (11/15). Among the highly oncogenic types 16 and 18 there was 100% concordance between primary and recurrent tumors. Highly oncogenic types of human papillomavirus are preserved between primary tumors and their recurrences in cervical cancers. This further supports the role of oncogenic types in the maintenance of the malignant state and supports the clonogenic nature of cervical cancer recurrence.